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Introduction 

 

This work is about Prince Yaroslav who marked by the historic of character 

Ukraine and Russia in the reign of successful and accurate decisions by giving the date. 

With this study, you will learn about Yaroslav's life, leadership, values he added 

to Ukrainian history, successful decisions and unsuccessful decisions. You will learn 

how Yaroslavy succeeded by using his forward-thinking intelligence and family 

relations in the country's administration. 
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Yaroslav the Wise 

Yaroslav the Wise was the Grand Prince of Kiev since 1016 until his death in 1054 

(with break in 1018-1019). As many historians believe, under Yaroslav Kievan Russia 

reached a peak of its cultural bloom and military power. 

Way to Kiev 

Yaroslav was born the son of Vladimir the Great and Vladimir's third wife, Rogneda of 

Polotsk. In his youth, Yaroslav was sent by father to rule the northern lands near Rostov the 

Great. In 1010 he was transferred to Novgorod the Great, as befitted a senior heir to the 

throne. However, it seems his relations with father grew worse with time, particularly after 

Vladimir bequeathed the Kievan throne to the younger son, Boris. In 1014 Yaroslav refused 

to pay tribute to Kiev and only Vladimir's death next year prevented a war between the father 

and the son. 

A year later Yaroslav entered the feud over Vladimir's heritage, started by brothers. 

The first to occupy the Kievan throne was Svyatopolk, the oldest of at least 12 of Vladimir's 

sons. Chroniclers claim it was he who killed the two youngest brothers, Boris and Gleb. 

They were later canonized as the first Russian saints. With the help of Novgorod, Yaroslav 

defeated Svatopolk's troops near the town of Lyubech in 1016 and made him flee to Poland 

to his father-in-law, Duke Bolaslaus I. It was after this victory that Yaroslav granted 

Novgorod Yaroslav's Justice, believed to have been the first written code of laws in Kievan 

Russia. Later, Yaroslav's successors took it as a basis to create the Russian Justice, the oldest 

Russian code of laws. 

 

The early years of Yaroslav's life are mostly unknown. He was one of the numerous 

sons of Vladimir the Great, presumably his second by Rogneda of Polotsk,[3] although his 

actual age (as stated in the Primary Chronicle and corroborated by the examination of his 

skeleton in the 1930s) would place him among the youngest children of Vladimir. It has been 

suggested that he was a child begotten out of wedlock after Vladimir's divorce from Rogneda 

and marriage to Anna Porphyrogenita, or even that he was a child of Anna Porphyrogenita 

herself. Yaroslav figures prominently in the Norse sagas under the name Jarisleif the Lame; 

his legendary lameness (probably resulting from an arrow wound) was corroborated by the 
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scientists who examined his remains. 

 

In his youth, Yaroslav was sent by his father to rule the northern lands around Rostov 

but was transferred to Veliky Novgorod, as befitted a senior heir to the throne, in 1010. 

While living there, he founded the town of Yaroslavl (literally, "Yaroslav's") on the Volga 

River. His relations with his father were apparently strained, and grew only worse on the 

news that Vladimir bequeathed the Kievan throne to his younger son, Boris. In 1014 

Yaroslav refused to pay tribute to Kiev and only Vladimir's death, in July 1015, prevented a 

war. 

 

 

The Reign 

The victory, however, did not secure calm reign for Yaroslav. In 1018 Svyatopolk 

returned with Polish troops and took over Kiev. But Novgorod came to the rescue again. In 

1019 a unit comprised of Novgorodians and Varangians defeated Svyatopolk. Yaroslav got 

the Kievan throne back, while Svyatopolk fled to the West and disappeared. 

In 1023 Yaroslav's younger brother Mstislav rose against him. Yaroslav fled to 

Novgorod, but Kievans were hostile to Mstislav, and he very soon offered Yaroslav to rule 

the country together. They divided the lands: Yaroslav got everything to the West of the 

Dnepr river, while Mstislav to the East. All this time Yaroslav preferred to stay in Novgorod. 

He moved to Kiev only after Mstislav deceased without heirs in 1035 and he got control over 

the whole of Kievan Russia.  

Yaroslav was eager to extend Russian boundaries. During his reign he organized a 

number of military campaigns, which were for the most part successful. New territories were 

reclaimed in the North, North-East and North-West of the country, and new towns were 

founded there. In 1037 Yaroslav defeated the tribes of Pincenates, whose raids had been a 

long-lasting problem in the country's Southern territories. To mark the victory, Yaroslav 

ordered the Saint Sofia Cathedral to be built in Kiev. 

Among other top priorities of Yaroslav's policy was promoting the spread of 

Christianity in the country, which turned from paganism to orthodoxy in 988. 
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Yaroslav began consolidating the Kievan state through both cultural and administrative 

improvements and through military campaigns. He promoted the spread of Christianity in the 

Kievan state, gathered a large collection of books, and employed many scribes to translate 

Greek religious texts into the Slavic language. He founded churches and monasteries and 

issued statutes regulating the legal position of the Christian Church and the rights of the 

clergy. With the help of Byzantinearchitects and craftsmen, Yaroslav fortified and beautified 

Kiev along Byzantine lines. He built the majestic Cathedral of St. Sophia and the 

famous Golden Gate of the Kievan fortress. Under Yaroslav the codification of legal customs 

and princely enactments was begun, and this work served as the basis for a law code called 

the Russkaya Pravda (“Russian Justice”). 

Yaroslav pursued an active foreign policy, and his forces won several notable military 

victories. He regained Galicia from the Poles, decisively defeated the nomadic Pechenegs on 

the Kievan state’s southern frontier, and expanded Kievan possessions in the Baltic region, 

suppressing the Lithuanians, Estonians, and Finnish tribes. His military campaign against 

Constantinople in 1043 was a failure, however. 

 

 

Trade with the East and West played an important role in Kievan Rus in the 11th 

century, and Yaroslav maintained diplomatic relations with the European states. His 

daughters Elizabeth, Anna, and Anastasia were married respectively to Harald III of Norway, 

Henry I of France, and Andrew I of Hungary. 

 

He launched translation of religious books from Byzantine Empire and other countries 

into Old Russian. In 1028 he established the first large school in Novgorod for some 300 

children of priests and the elders. He was the one who founded the first monasteries in 

Russia in 1030 – the Yuriev monastery in Novgorod and the Kiev Pechersk Monastery in 

Kiev. Yaroslav also introduced a religious holiday on November 26th, which later became 

known as the “Yuriev Den” (Yury's Day), to honor the saint George also known in Russia as 

Yury or Yegory. In 1051 Yaroslav appointed the first Russian Metropolitan Illarion whose 

candidacy was approved without the sanction of the Constantinople Patriarch attempting to 

make Kiev the center of eastern Christianity. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/Byzantine
https://www.britannica.com/place/Golden-Gate-strait-California
https://www.britannica.com/topic/law-code
https://www.britannica.com/topic/foreign-policy
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Pechenegs
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Kievan-Rus
https://www.britannica.com/place/France
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Andrew-I-Russian-prince
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During his reign Kiev has become a major trade, administrative and cultural center. A 

bigger part of the city was circled by wide vellum up to 14 meters high. Book writing and 

translation developed under his rule – he was a very educated man and owned an impressive 

personal library. He organized first schools for children, the most talented ones were brought 

to Kiev from all Russian lands. In the north east the prince founded a new city and gave it his 

own name – Yaroslavl. 

Power struggles between siblings 

Leaving aside the legitimacy of Yaroslav's claims to the Kievan throne and his 

postulated guilt in the murder of his brothers, Nestor the Chronicler and later Russian 

historians often presented him as a model of virtue, styling him "the Wise". A less appealing 

side of his personality is revealed by his having imprisoned his youngest brother Sudislav for 

life. Yet another brother, Mstislav of Chernigov, whose distant realm bordered the North 

Caucasus and the Black Sea, hastened to Kiev and, despite reinforcements led by Yaroslav's 

brother-in-law King Anund Jacob of Sweden (as Jakun - "blind and dressed in a gold 

suit"),[7] inflicted a heavy defeat on Yaroslav in 1024. Yaroslav and Mstislav then divided 

Kievan Rus' between them: the area stretching left from the Dnieper River, with the capital 

at Chernihiv, was ceded to Mstislav until his death in 1036. 

Scandinavian allies 

In his foreign policy, Yaroslav relied on the Scandinavian alliance and attempted to 

weaken the Byzantine influence on Kiev. In 1030, he reconquered Red Ruthenia from the 

Poles and concluded an alliance with King Casimir I the Restorer, sealed by the latter's 

marriage to Yaroslav's sister, Maria. In another successful military raid the same year, he 

captured Tartu, Estonia and renamed it Yuryev[8] (named after Yury, Yaroslav's patron saint) 

and forced the surrounding Ugandi County to pay annual tribute. 

Campaign against Byzantium 

In 1043, Yaroslav staged a naval raid against Constantinople led by his son Vladimir 

of Novgorod and general Vyshata. Although his navy was defeated in the Rus'–Byzantine 

War (1043), Yaroslav managed to conclude the war with a favourable treaty and prestigious 

marriage of his son Vsevolod I of Kiev to a Byzantine princess. It has been suggested that 

the peace was so advantageous because the Kievans had succeeded in taking a key Byzantine 

possession in Crimea, Chersonesus. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nestor_the_Chronicler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudislav
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mstislav_of_Chernigov
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Caucasus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Caucasus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anund_Jacob
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yaroslav_the_Wise#cite_note-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dnieper_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chernihiv
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Ruthenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casimir_I_the_Restorer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tartu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yaroslav_the_Wise#cite_note-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ugandi_County
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantinople
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vladimir_of_Novgorod
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vladimir_of_Novgorod
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vyshata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rus%27%E2%80%93Byzantine_War_(1043)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rus%27%E2%80%93Byzantine_War_(1043)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vsevolod_I_of_Kiev
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chersonesus
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Protecting the inhabitants of the Dniper from the Pechenegs[edit source] 

To defend his state from the Pechenegs and other nomadic tribes threatening it from 

the south he constructed a line of forts, composed of Yuriev, Bohuslav, Kaniv, Korsun-

Shevchenkivskyi, and Pereiaslav-Khmelnytskyi. To celebrate his decisive victory over 

the Pechenegs in 1036 (who thereafter were never a threat to Kiev) he sponsored the 

construction of the Saint Sophia Cathedral in 1037. That same year there were 

built monasteries of Saint George and Saint Irene. Some mentioned and other celebrated 

monuments of his reign such as the Golden Gate of Kiev perished during the Mongol 

invasion of Rus', but later restored. 

Establishment of law 

Yaroslav was a notable patron of book culture and learning. In 1051, he had a Slavic 

monk, Hilarion of Kiev, proclaimed the metropolitan bishop of Kiev, thus challenging the 

Byzantine tradition of placing Greeks on the episcopal sees. Hilarion's discourse on Yaroslav 

and his father Vladimir is frequently cited as the first work of Old East Slavic literature. 

The family 

In 1019, Yaroslav married Ingegerd Olofsdotter, daughter of the king of Sweden, 

known in Russia as Irene. Yaroslav and Irene had five sons and five daughters. All of them 

played an important role in Yaroslav's foreign policy, as he regarded dynastic marriages a 

good way to seal ties with other countries. Thus, he strengthened relations with the 

Byzantine Empire by a marriage between his son Vsevolod and a daughter of the Byzantine 

Emperor Konstantin Monomakh. Yaroslav's grandson from this marriage, the legendary 

Russian Prince Vladimir, was later dubbed 'Monomakh'. Yaroslav also arranged marriages of 

some of his children to European princes and princesses: his second son Izyazlav to the sister 

of Kazamir of Poland Gertrude; the youngest daughter Anne of Kiev to Henry I of France; 

Elizabeth to Harald III of Norway; Anastasia of Kiev to the future Andrew I of Hungary; 

granddaughter Evpraksiya to the German Emperor Henry IV and grandson Vladimir 

Monomakh to the daughter of the last Anglo-Saxon King Harold. 

 

 

 

His Last Years 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Yaroslav_the_Wise&action=edit&section=6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pechenegs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bila_Tserkva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bohuslav
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaniv
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korsun-Shevchenkivskyi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korsun-Shevchenkivskyi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pereiaslav-Khmelnytskyi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pechenegs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Sophia%27s_Cathedral,_Kiev
https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%86%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BD%D1%81%D1%8C%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9_%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80_(%D0%9A%D0%B8%D1%97%D0%B2)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Gate,_Kiev
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mongol_invasion_of_Rus%27
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mongol_invasion_of_Rus%27
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hilarion_of_Kiev
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolitan_bishop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greeks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_East_Slavic
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In the last years of his reign, Yaroslav foresaw the danger that could ensue from 

competition between his sons for power. He exhorted them to live in peace with each other 

and set up a system of succession of power based on principle of superiority. The first to 

reign in Kiev after Yaroslav was the eldest son Izyaslav, replaced later by Svyatoslav and 

then Vsevolod. 

 

The princes attempted to solve their differences in a series of conferences, especially 

the Liubech congress of princes in 1097, which altered the patrimonial system of decreeing 

that sons could rightfully inherit their father's lands, although they would all respect the 

authority of the Kyivan prince. All of these solutions were short-lived, however, and the civil 

wars continued. 

 

Yaroslav died in 1054 in Vyshgorod, outliving his wife by four years. He was buried in 

the Saint Sofia Cathedral in Kiev, where his sarcophagus is kept until now. Yaroslav has been 

called a 'saint' ever since, but he was officially canonized by Russian Orthodox Church only 

in 2005. 

Unlike his father Vladimir the Great, who brought Russian lands to orthodoxy, 

Yaroslav did not become popular among his people. Scandinavian sagas call him tight-fisted. 

The first chronicle of Novgorod praised him, but also mentions every unworthy deed and 

underlines his physical flaw of lameness. However, most of Russian chroniclers of the 12th – 

13th centuries called him 'The Wise', and that is how he made it into history. 

 

 

Yaroslav the Wise as grand prince of a reunited Rus’. Yaroslav the Wise's reign as 

unchallenged grand prince (1036–54) was one of the highest points in the history of Rus’. 

The process of internal consolidation begun earlier was greatly furthered by Yaroslav the 

Wise's codification of the law in Ruskaia Pravda. Culture flourished: the magnificent Saint 

Sophia Cathedral was built in Kyiv, the Kyivan Cave Monastery was founded, a library was 

established, and learning and education were encouraged. Yaroslav the Wise also appointed 

the first local hierarch as Kyivan metropolitan (see Metropolitan Ilarion), thus asserting 

Kyiv's independence of Constantinople. Yaroslav's death initiated another round of civil war 
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and internecine struggle, although he had tried to prevent this effect by preparing a plan for 

dividing up political power between his sons and re-establishing the seniority-rotation 

system devised by Volodymyr the Great. By this time, the interests of the individual princes 

were too disparate to be easily reconciled and none respected the others' domains or the 

ultimate authority of the Kyivan prince. The situation was further complicated by the 

presence of the Cumans, who in the middle of the 11th century had replaced the Pechenegs 

on the southern border of Rus’. For the next century and a half they waged continuous war 

against Rus’ and became involved in the internecine wars, serving as allies of one branch of 

the dynasty or another.  

Legacy 

Four different towns in four different countries were founded by and named after 

Yaroslav: Yaroslavl (in today's Russia), Yuryev (now Tartu, Estonia) and another Yuryev 

(now Bila Tserkva, Ukraine), and Jarosław in Poland. Following the Russian custom of 

naming military objects such as tanks and planes after historical figures, the helmet worn by 

many Russian soldiers during the Crimean War was called the "Helmet of Yaroslav the 

Wise". It was the first pointed helmet to be used by any army, even before German troops 

wore pointed helmets. 

 

In 2008 Yaroslav was placed first (with 40% of the votes) in their ranking of "our 

greatest compatriots" by the viewers of the TV show Velyki Ukraïntsi.[12] Afterwards one of 

the producers of The Greatest Ukrainians claimed that Yaroslav had only won because of 

vote manipulation and that (if that had been prevented) the real first place would have been 

awarded to Stepan Bandera. 

 

Monument to Yaroslav the Wise in Kiev 

In 2003 a monument to Yaroslav the Wise was erected in Kyiv, Ukraine. The authors 

of the monument are Boris Krylov and Oles Sydoruk. 

 

Iron Lord was a 2010 feature film based on his early life as a regional prince on the 

frontier. 
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Questions About Yaroslav The Wise 

 

What was Yaroslav the Wise known for? 

 

Yaroslav the Wise. Yaroslav I, Grand Prince of Rus', known as Yaroslav the Wise(c. 978 – 

February 20, 1054) was Grand Prince of Novgorod and Kiev. He brought together the two 

principalities for a time under his rule. ... He became the Grand Prince of Kiev in 1019. 

 

What did Yaroslav the Wise accomplish? 

 

Yaroslav the Wise garnered his thoughtful reputation due to his prolific years in power. He 

was a ruler that loved literature, religion, and the written language. His many 

accomplishments included: Building the Saint Sophia Cathedral and the first monasteries in 

Russia, named Saint George and Saint Irene. 

 

What did Yaroslav the Wise contribution to Ukrainian culture? 

 

Yaroslav married off his daughters and sisters to people in Western Europe. This helped him 

form strong trade alliances. ... The Mongols ruled for over 200 years in Kievan Russia. 

 

What does Yaroslav mean? 

 

Jaroslav (also written as Yaroslav or Jarosław) is a Slavic first name pagan in origin. ... It is 

very likely that originally the two elements of the name referred to Jarilo - male Proto-Slavic 

deity of the sun, spring, and fertility, and slav meaning glory, i.e. "glory of the sun". 
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